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Recent Challenges

• Externalities

• MATS

• Next Gen Act

• Regional Haze

• Clean Power Plan



Can we say the War on 

Coal is Over

• We can either act or be acted upon

• Competition from other energy resources

• Uncertainty surrounding future regulations

• Public perception of lignite and coal in general

How do we act?



• We can either act or be acted upon

• Engage Grassroots

• Pro-Coal Messages

• Link the coal industry to people’s lives
– Three new videos



Act or be acted upon

• Continue R&D
– Expand R&D Away from solving regulatory 

challenges to creating new opportunities

– CO2

– Rare Earth

– Combined Heat and Power

– Other Value-added projects

• Engage Federal Policy Makers
– Grid Study Opportunity



Current R&D Projects

• Transformational Technologies - Pathway to Low-
Carbon Lignite Utilization - Allam Cycle

• Technologies for Enhancement of the Existing Fleet 
with Carbon Solutions

• Suite of CCUS technology development projects

• Rare Earth Element Extraction from North Dakota 
Coal-Related Feedstocks

• Advanced Reclamation Strategies for North Dakota 
Coal Mine Lands



Rare Earth Elements Project

•Evaluating options for recovery of rare earth 
elements associated with ND lignite deposits

• First phase shows promise as potential 
business opportunity in ND

•Proposal for second phase of work has been 
received 

•DOE providing 80% of funding
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